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01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-11
Nehemiah's Prayer 
Nehemiah 1:1-11 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
We are now entering a new series of three sermons concerning Nehemiah and the depleted city of Jerusalem which he loved. In this study we will consider only the first chapter of the Book under the title, "Nehemiah's Prayer." We wish you would remember that Nehemiah's testimony was given in the days of Jerusalem's depletion and sorrow, and approaching the time of the Jews' rejection, and of Gentile supremacy. 

By way of introduction we wish to talk with you a little while about three things: The Place of Prayer, The Province of Prayer, and The Power of Prayer. 

1. Where may we pray? We may pray anywhere. Nehemiah prayed unto God in a palace. Jesus Christ delighted to pray in the mountain-tops, but He found it just as possible to pray in the public eye at the grave of Lazarus; or at the hour of His grief, in Gethsemane. Daniel prayed in a lions' den. Jonah prayed in a whale's belly, Peter prayed on a housetop. Paul and Silas prayed in a jail. If anyone should ask you where is the place of prayer, you may rightly answer, "Any place, and every place." 

Every place where Divine praise is wont to be made, is a place of prayer, for praise itself is the very essence of prayer. 

2. Where may prayer operate? What is its province? The province of prayer carries us into every realm of worship. 

(1) Worship is a province of prayer, because in worship we are approaching the Father. We are adoring His Name. We are bowing at His footstool. All prayer is not worship, but all worship includes prayer. This is a realm of prayer which should by no means be neglected. 

If you will study Nehemiah's prayer, Daniel's prayer, Solomon's prayer at the dedication of the Temple, David's prayer when he sought forgiveness, the prayer of Paul and Silas, and above all the prayer of our Lord as recorded in John 17:1-26 , you will find in each and every one the most sublime worship to God. 

Our Lord taught His disciples thus; When ye pray say, "Our Father who art in Heaven, Hallowed be Thy Name." Thus we see that Divine worship is a province of prayer. 

(2) Another province of prayer is in the place of service. Prayer enters into the realm of service as much as it does into the realm of worship. Before Jesus said, "Lazarus, come forth," He lifted up His eyes to Heaven and said, "Father, I thank Thee that Thou hast heard Me." We dare not enter into any realm of Divine undertaking without we enter from the prayer closet. If we labor in our own strength, we labor in vain; for victory we must be endued with His power. 

(3) Another realm of prayer is our needs. It is the province of prayer to open the Heavens, to shut the lions' mouths, to quench the violence of fire. It is the province of prayer to put strength into our bones, joy into our hearts, peace into our spirits. Wherever there is a need in the human heart, there is an equal need for prayer. It is through the prayer of faith that kingdoms have been subdued, that promises have been obtained, that weak men have waxed strong, that armies have been put to flight, that the tortured have received the power to die. Thank God for the province of prayer! 

3. The power of prayer. Closely allied with the province of prayer, and yet distinct from it, is the power of prayer. On one occasion where prayer was made, a house was shaken. It was when they prayed, that they, "with great power gave * * witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus." 

"When they prayed the sky gave forth rain." "When they had prayed, the lost were saved." When Christians pray, Christians are empowered! Victory comes! Things are accomplished! The Christian can never live apart from prayer. He can never make His life count either in holiness or in service unless he prays. Our Lord delighted to have communion with the Father. How much more should we! 

I. SEEKING TO KNOW ISRAEL'S WELFARE (Nehemiah 1:1-2 ) 
1. The environment in which Nehemiah moved. The opening verse says, "The words of Nehemiah the son of Hachaliah. * * In the twentieth year, as I was in Shushan the palace." This is a notable statement because when one is in a palace, as a rule, he is not interested in the sorrows and struggles of his oppressed people. If we have plenty and to spare, why should we worry? This is the motto of many a life. 

Nehemiah was altogether different. He was in Shushan at the king's palace. He was serving the king as his cupbearer. He was responsible before the king as to his welfare; and yet, withal, he did not forget the people of his race and nation. His own prestige and plenty did not harden his heart against the poverty and pitiful position of his people. 

2. Nehemiah remembered and yearned for Israel. We remember how Daniel kept the windows of his house open toward Jerusalem, and how three times a day he pleaded for her peace. We remember how David said, "If I forget thee, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget her cunning. * * Let my tongue cleave to the roof of my mouth." 

3. Nehemiah's inquiry. Nehemiah inquired of Hanani, one of his brethren, who had been in Jerusalem and had escaped therefrom, concerning the city. Do we inquire concerning Israel's present-day plight? Do we seek to know God's purpose and plan in behalf of His chosen people? Are we interested in the Jew? If not, have we forgotten that our Lord was a Jew? That the Word of God, for the most part, was given by the Holy Ghost through Hebrews? That during the 2,300 years of Israel's scattering God has kept them in the hollow of His hand? 

II. HANANI'S REPORT (Nehemiah 1:3 ) 
As we listen to Hanani's report concerning his brethren and their plight, we cannot help but compare it to the present condition of the Jewish race. There are three things under which this report may be grouped. 

1. The remnant that was left. Thus said Hanani and his comrades to Nehemiah, "The remnant that are left of the captivity there in the province are in great affliction and reproach." The expression "remnant" immediately grips our attention, and we remember how the Holy Ghost, through Paul, wrote of Elijah and the remnant of his day, To Elijah God said, "I have reserved to myself seven thousand men, who have not bowed the knee to the image of Baal." Then, we read the next startling statement: "Even so then at this present time also there is a remnant according to the election of grace." These words are found in Romans 11:4 , Romans 11:5 . 

In Romans 9:27 we have the statement of the Holy Spirit through the Prophet Isaiah who concerning Israel said, "Though the number of the Children of Israel be as the sand of the sea, a remnant shall be saved." 

Beloved, we are bold to say at this moment nearly, two thousand years since Christ, we find a remnant of Israel upon the earth. This remnant is scattered among the nations, but is turning its face Zion-ward. 

2. A remnant in great affliction. We are grouping two statements in one. Such was the report that Nehemiah received in his day. Such is the report in our day. What conditions do we find in Russia and in Poland where the majority of Jews dwell? What do we find in Germany, Austria, Italy, in Britain, or in the Ghetto of New York City? 

The report is the same as in Nehemiah's time. The Hebrews nationally are in great affliction. 

III. THE SAD PLIGHT OF JERUSALEM (Nehemiah 1:3 , l.c.) 
This is the statement to which we now call your attention: "The wall of Jerusalem also is broken down, and the gates thereof are burned with fire." 

1. The city of Jerusalem is the city of God. When we turn to the Psalms we find many graphic pictures of the glory of Jerusalem. In Psalms 48:1-14 we read, "Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of His holiness. Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion, on the sides of the north, the city of the great King. God is known in her palaces for a refuge." In Psalms 50:1-23 we read, "Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God hath shined." In Psalms 122:1-9 are these words: "Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusalem. Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together." 

2. The city walls broken down. When Nehemiah received the report of Hanani he said that the walls of Jerusalem were broken down, and that the gates were burned with fire. 

Beloved, the city fair and beautiful has, during twenty-three hundred years, been trodden under the feet of man. It has become a byword. The wild boars of the woods have snuffed at it. We marvel not that the Prophet, Jeremiah, cried, "How doth the city sit solitary, that was full of people! how is she become as a widow! she that was great among the nations, and princess among the provinces, how is she become tributary! She weepeth sore in the night, and her tears are on her cheeks: among all her lovers she hath none to comfort her." 

Thus it was that the Prophet wept. As he wept, he said, "Is it nothing to you, all ye that pass by? behold, and see if there be any sorrow like unto my sorrow, which is done unto me." The people certainly are passing by Jerusalem in great companies. Every tourist who goes across the seas desires to see the city that was once, and is yet destined to become the joy of the whole earth. 

IV. PRAYING FOR THE PEACE OF JERUSALEM (Nehemiah 1:4 ) 
When Nehemiah received Hanani's report we read, "And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that I sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted, and prayed before the God of Heaven." 

1. Nehemiah's tears and fastings. The weeping of Nehemiah was only akin to the weeping of Jeremiah. We have just been reading a few of Jeremiah's statements. May we add these? Jeremiah said concerning Jerusalem's depletion: "For these things I weep; mine eye, mine eye runneth down with water, because the comforter that should relieve my soul is far from me; my children are desolate, because the enemy prevailed." 

We always think of Jeremiah as the weeping or the wailing Prophet, but he is not the only one who has wept for Jerusalem. Listen to these words spoken concerning our Lord: "And when He was come near He beheld the city, and wept over it." Oh, the longings and the grief that lie behind the tears of the Lord as He wept over Jerusalem and prophesied the centuries of her sorrow! Not alone did our Saviour weep. In Romans 9:1-33 we read of Paul saying, "I have great heaviness and continual sorrow in my heart. For I could wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh: who are Israelites." 

2. Jerusalem's present plight. Is this not the time that we should pray for the peace of Jerusalem? Is this not the time that we should shed tears with fastings? The hour is hastening when Israel herself will weep. Nehemiah wept; Christ wept; we weep, and Israel will weep. 

In Zechariah 12:10 we read: "And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look up-on Me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for Him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for Him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. In that day shall there be a great mourning in Jerusalem." 

V. NEHEMIAH'S APPROACH TO GOD (Nehemiah 1:5 ) 
We come now to the heart of our study. Nehemiah was overcome with tears and with grief because of Israel's affliction and reproach, and he now prays to the God of Heaven. It will be interesting to note how he approached the throne. 

1. Nehemiah first acknowledged the God of Heaven as "the great and terrible God." We, of today, need a new vision of the Almighty. The dignity and the power of the Father have almost been lost to view by many who pray. We approach the Father in a familiar way that seems to us to have lost much of the conception of the greatness, the grandeur, and the glory of the eternal God. To be sure, we may approach the Lord as a son, and we have the right of approach through the Blood of Christ; and yet we need to remember that God, the Father, is worthy of all honor because He is the great and terrible God, great at all times, and terrible only to those who disobey Him. 

2. Nehemiah acknowledged God as a covenant-keeping God. Nehemiah knew the promises and pledges of God to His chosen people, therefore, he pleaded His covenants. When we come to God in prayer we should always come in the circle of His promises. When we can place our finger and our faith upon a "Thus saith the Lord," we may come nothing doubting. 

Let us suggest from Psalms 102:1-28 some things that God hath promised to Israel: "Thou shalt arise, and have mercy upon Zion: for the time to favour her, yea, the set time, is come." "So the heathen shall fear the Name of the Lord, and all the kings of the earth Thy glory." The time of this promise is set forth in the next verse: "When the Lord shall build up Zion, He shall appear in His glory." It is at His Second Coming that He will be declared in Zion, and His praise in Jerusalem. Then shall the people be gathered together to serve the Lord. 

3. Nehemiah acknowledged God as the God of love. We ask you to read very carefully and prayerfully Deuteronomy 7:6 ,Deuteronomy 7:7 . 

VI. NEHEMIAH'S CONFESSION (Nehemiah 1:6-7 ) 
1. Nehemiah said, "We have sinned." As Nehemiah prayed and pleaded with God for a listening ear, he said, "I * * confess the sins of the Children of Israel, which we have sinned against thee: both I and my lather's house have sinned." 

Beloved, we are going to get nothing from Heaven unless we come saying, "Forgive us our trespasses." We acknowledge that Israel has been cast off temporarily because of her sins, but when Israel repents and returns unto the Lord, He will have mercy upon her. In Zechariah 3:1-10 we have the story of Joshua, the high priest, standing before the angel of the Lord, with Satan standing at his right hand to resist him. Joshua stood there clothed in filthy garments. He stood there as a suppliant for grace. He stood as the representative of his people, Israel, and as Israel has yet to stand. 

In the hour of Israel's coming forgiveness and restoration, she will be resisted by Satan, but the Lord said concerning Joshua, the priest, "Take away the filthy garments from him," and then, to make certain the application, the Lord continued, "Behold, I have caused thine iniquity to pass from thee, and I will clothe thee with change of raiment. * * I will bring forth My servant the BRANCH." It is in that day when the Branch is brought forth that Israel will be redeemed. 

2. Nehemiah said, "We have dealt very corruptly." Beloved, there is always a reason for our woes. God never chastens the innocent. The innocent may suffer from the hand of the enemy, but never from the hand of God. God cast, Israel from Him because Israel dealt corruptly with Him. 

The Prophet, Isaiah, sets this forth in definite word when he says, "Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease to do evil; learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow." 

VII. NEHEMIAH'S PLEA FOR MERCY (Nehemiah 1:8-11 ) 
1. Nehemiah recognized God's justice. He remembered the word which was spoken through His servant, Moses, saying, "If ye transgress, I will scatter you abroad among the nations." As we see Israel at this moment scattered among the nations of the earth, as corn is scattered in a sieve, we cannot but keep before us God's Word through Moses. They are scattered because they sinned, because they dealt corruptly. 

2. Nehemiah claimed God's promises. He laid before the Lord His promise to Moses: "If ye turn unto Me, and keep My commandments, and do them; though there were of you cast out unto the uttermost part of the Heaven, yet will I gather them * * unto the place that I have chosen to set My Name there." 

If Nehemiah used this promise of God as he prayed in his day, how much more may we use the same promise as we pray. God said through the Prophet, Amos, "And I will bring again the captivity of My people of Israel, and they shall build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up out of their land which I have given them, saith the Lord thy God." 

This promise, given by the Holy Ghost through Amos, is sure and steadfast. It has never been fulfilled in any partial restoration because this is a complete restoration; and also because all restorations in the days past, were only to be driven forth again. When the Lord comes, and Israel is brought back to God, then they shall be planted in their own land never to be pulled up. Read also Ezekiel 36:24 . Thank God for the day of Israel's restoration! 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
ONE BIRD SETTING THE OTHERS CHIRPING 

"It is of advantage to others when we use vocal prayer, for it quickens them to the same exercise, as one bird setteth all the rest a chirping." Often one who has been in the spirit of prayer has stirred his friend out of a cold and lifeless frame, and set him all on a glow. Yea, and a whole company of believers have been roused to hearty devotion by the fervor of one man. 

The simile used by our author is very beautiful. Ere the sun has risen, one bird awakes, and, with a clear tuneful note, calls to his mate. Whereupon another follows in the same manner, and rivalry begins between the first songsters. These bestir birds of every wing, and in a few minutes the whole grove is vocal, the air is full of music, and the sun rejoices to arise amid a concert of happy minstrels. Earth has nothing sweeter than its spring sonnets, which make that season of the year like the first creation, when the morning stars sang together and the sons of God shouted for joy. Blessed is the bird which thus leads the choir, and happy is that praying or praising man whose holy expressions awaken his fellows to the like sacred exercise. It is well worth while to shake off natural timidity, which would make a good man to be as though he were dumb, and deprive him of half of his usefulness. To pray in private is essential, but to be able to pray in public is profitable. We are not to live unto ourselves in anything, and certainly not in those matters which are the crown and glory of our highest life: therein it is well to edify saints as well as to benefit ourselves. 

Lord, open Thou my lips, and my mouth shall show forth Thy praise! 

02 Chapter 2 
Verses 1-20

Rebuilding the Wall 
Nehemiah 2:1-20 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
As we study the Book of Nehemiah we learn the truth of that old saying, "God moves in a mysterious way, His wonders to perform." This was true in the matter of rebuilding the wall. Let us suggest seven steps that lead to the work. 

1. Hanani's report. This we considered previously. It was because of the word of Hanani that Nehemiah was so deeply moved concerning the wall, and the state of his brethren in Jerusalem. Thus we see God's first step was the bringing back of some of the brethren whose report created an interest in the heart and mind of a great man. 

2. Making Nehemiah's countenance sad. Nehemiah could not cover up the great burden that fell upon him. His prayer to the Lord is recorded in chapter 1, and it displays an earnest soul and a yearning heart. When, therefore, Nehemiah appeared before the king, his countenance bore his grief. This was the first time that he had ever been sad in the presence of the king. Therefore the king said unto him, "Why is thy countenance sad, seeing thou art not sick? this is nothing else but sorrow of heart." 

Just as Hanani was used to touch the heart of Nehemiah, so Nehemiah was used to touch the heart of Artaxerxes, the king. 

3. The king's interest. At first Nehemiah was afraid as he stood before the king. Nevertheless, he said, "Let the king live for ever why should not my countenance be sad, when the city, the place of my fathers' sepulchres, lieth waste, and the gates thereof are consumed with fire?" Then the king said unto Nehemiah, "For what dost thou make request?" 

"If it please the king, and if thy servant have found favour in thy sight, that thou wouldest send me unto Judah, * * that I may build it." 

4. Granting letters to various groups. Here is an important step. The king not only gave Nehemiah permission to go, but he sent a letter unto Asaph the keeper of the king's forest to give him timber to make beams for the gates of the palace, and for the walls of the city. Then he sent letters to the governors that they should assist Nehemiah. Step by step we are to see how God led the way. 

5. Giving an escort. Besides the letters, Nehemiah was escorted by captains of the army and horsemen. This, of course, added much to the safety of the journey, as well as to the prestige that would be granted God's man. 

6. Viewing the city by night. When Nehemiah arrived he did not let the rulers know his objective immediately. He first went out by night and examined the walls which were broken down, and the gates which were burned with fire. Then he returned. 

7. Communicating with the rulers. When Nehemiah had everything in hand he said unto the nobles and rulers, "Ye see the distress that we are in, how Jerusalem lieth waste, and the gates thereof are burned with fire: come, and let us build up the wall of Jerusalem, that we be no more a reproach." Afterward Nehemiah told them how God had directed him, and how Artaxerxes, the king, had spoken unto him. Then they said, "Let us rise up and build." 

When God stretches forth His hand, who can hold it back? It was God who heard the cry of His people. It was God who was coming to the rescue. All unknown to the people in Jerusalem, God had moved upon the heart of the king, and upon the heart of the king's servant. 

I. BUILDING THE WALL (Nehemiah 3:1-2 , etc) 
You cannot read all of this chapter, of course. However, you can go over it personally, and see how the building was done. Here are two headings which will give you the gist of the chapter. 

1. Doing things systematically. Whatever else you see in this chapter, you will see that Nehemiah in arising to build carried out a system which is above reproach. Every man and his company wrought in a distinct place. Everything was perfectly organized. Nehemiah laid his plans, and each one was set to work at a certain place. 

God is always systematic in everything He does. There is nothing hit or miss in all His universe. God blends the colors of His flowers in perfect symmetry, and He creates nature in a harmony of effect that is most marvelous to the eye. Do you remember when the Lord Jesus commanded the five thousand to sit down upon the grass that He put them in groups of fifty? Our Lord is the God of order, and not of confusion. Our own bodies are proof of this a systematic organism operating in many parts, under one head. 

2. Doing things cooperatively. In the case of the building of the wall, everyone had his own work systematically assigned, yet everyone wrought in connection with the one next to him, and so on around the wall. Should not this be the spirit which we should observe in the house of God? It is not only a matter of working, but of working harmoniously. 

Christ is the head of the Church. We, as believers, are members of His body, yet we are all "fitly joined together and compacted by that which every joint supplieth, according to the effectual working in the measure of every part, maketh increase of the body unto the edifying of itself in love." 

II. ENEMIES TO THE WORK (Nehemiah 4:1-6 ) 
Where is he who ever started any definite work for God who did not have his enemies? Satan is our adversary, and he goeth about like a roaring lion seeking whom he may devour. 

1. The enemy who sought to hinder and to mock. We read: "When Sanballat heard that we builded the wall, he was wroth, and took great indignation, and mocked the Jews." He said the builders were feeble folk. He ridiculed their fortifying themselves, and of their rebuilding the walls with the stones taken from the rubbish. Tobiah the Ammonite was with Sanballat, and he said, "Even that which they build, if a fox go up, he shall even break down their stone wall." Thus they mocked. 

Has not God told us that there will come enemies in the latter days who will mock? These enemies ridicule the message which we preach relative to the Lord's Return. They scoff at the inspiration of the Book from which we preach. They belittle the efficacy of the Blood of Christ which is our security and salvation. He, who labors with God, will find a mocking world about him. 

2. Meeting mockery with prayer. When Nehemiah heard of their mockery, he prayed, "Hear, O our God; for we are despised: and turn their reproach upon their own head." Prayer is always a reproach to sinners. 

3. Toiling on. The fact that the enemies did not hinder the labor of the Jews we read in Nehemiah 4:6 . "So built we the wall; and all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work." How refreshing it is, and it is still true, that our enemies cannot hinder, effectively, the work of the Lord. Through prayer and faith we may press our way on to victory. 

III. THE DARKNESS DEEPENS (Nehemiah 4:8-11 ) 
1. Sanballat and Tobiah soon found allies to contend with them against the Jews. The Arabians, the Ammonites, and the Ashdodites heard that the walls of Jerusalem were made up, and that the breaches began to be stopped. They were angry and conspired together to fight against Jerusalem. Perhaps, Satan was getting a lesson from the saints. The Jews stood a united band shoulder to shoulder, and heart to heart. They soon saw that the enemies likewise began to combine in their conspiracy. The devil will leave nothing unturned or unsaid to upset the work of God. 

In the garden of Eden Satan was intent upon wrecking the peace and the harmony of man's first estate. He followed this plan in the history of Israel. He brought, later on, every possible antagonism against the Church. The Master said that in the world we would have tribulation. The world hated Him, and it will also hate us. 

2. Prayer and worship. Nehemiah 4:9 says, "Nevertheless we made our prayer unto our God, and set a watch against them day and night." In Nehemiah 4:4 Nehemiah prayed; in Nehemiah 4:9 he prayed and watched. Was not this the message of Christ to Peter, James, and John? He told them to watch and pray lest they enter into temptation. 

There was a dual strategy, for while the enemies were seeking to combine against the Jews, the devil sought to spoil the morale of God's people. Thus we read, "And Judah said, The strength of the bearers of burdens is decayed, and there is much rubbish; so that we are not able to build the wall." This was Judah's statement. On the other hand, the adversaries said, "They shall not know, neither see, till we come in the midst among them, and slay them, and cause the work to cease." 

IV. HOW TO MEET THE ENEMY (Nehemiah 4:13-15 ) 
Nehemiah did not become discouraged when Judah began to cry out, and the adversaries began to connive against them. He strengthened the brethren, then he met the difficulties. 

1. First, he strengthened the weak places in the wall. Everyone of us should do the same. If we see the enemy coming upon us, we need to study those points in our character which are weak, for those are the places where Satan will assuredly attack us. No part of a wall is stronger than its weakest place. 

2. He provided the Jews with swords, spears, and bows. We, too, must go forth panoplied for battle. We must carry upon our heads the helmet of salvation. We must wear the breastplate of righteousness. We must have our loins girded with truth. We must have our feet shod with the preparation of the Gospel of peace, and with the shield of faith we must stand ready for the conflict. 

3. He encouraged the people. Nehemiah "rose up, and said unto the nobles, and to the rulers, and to the rest of the people, Be not ye afraid of them: remember the Lord, which is great and terrible, and fight for your brethren, your sons, and your daughters, your wives, and your houses." 

It was to Joshua, that the Lord said, "Be strong and of a good courage." The victorious army is a confident army, a believing army, and an expectant army. What have we to fear? "If God be for us, who can be against us?" 

4. He disconcerted the enemy. When the enemy heard that their strategy was known to Nehemiah and to the Jews, and that their plans had been brought to nought, they knew not which way to go. So it was that the Jews returned to their work. 

V. A NOVEL WAY TO TOIL (Nehemiah 4:16-18 ) 
When Nehemiah discovered the treachery of his adversaries, from that time on he placed half of the people to build the wall, and the other half to bear the shields, spears, and bows. Some went forth to work; others were ready for war. In fact, those who toiled had swords at their right sides. They would not be caught napping. 

Beloved, we wonder how many of us in this enlightened day would be willing to risk so much, and to toil under such difficulties. These Jews, for the glory of God and the good of their people, never gave up. 

1. They were ready to rally at the trumpet sound. In Nehemiah 4:18 we read "For the builders, every one had his sword girded by his side, and so builded. And he that sounded the trumpet was by me." Thus it was that Nehemiah said to the nobles, the rulers, and to the rest of the people, "We are separated upon the wall, one far from another." For he said, "In what place therefore ye hear the sound of the trumpet, resort ye thither unto us: our God shall fight for us." 

As they wrought, they listened, that in case the trumpet should sound they might drop their implements of toil and seize their swords. All of this made the enemies afraid to attack them. They wanted to come upon them unawares. They wanted to find the people unarmed, but when they saw them ready for battle, the fear of God fell upon them. 

2. They were robed and ready day and night. This is described in Nehemiah 4:21-23 . They watched as they worked, then, when the stars appeared and night came on, everyone lodged within the city walls, and they slept in their garments, ready to leap forth at a moment's notice. None of them took off their clothes save when they put them off for washing. Let us be so prepared in our service for the Lord. 

VI. DIFFICULTIES WITHIN (Nehemiah 5:1-3 ; Nehemiah 5:6-7 ) 
Some one has said that the enemies without the walls may be easily overcome, but when the enemies enter within the walls, then there is danger indeed. 

1. Dealing unjustly with their brethren. Nehemiah was about to discover an inside condition which was most deplorable. As the days went on a great cry came from the people. The wives of the common people also cried out. Nehemiah was alarmed when it became known to him that the nobles and the rulers were exacting usury from their brethren. They were demanding liens upon their property, and the Jews were in a terrible plight. They were paying taxes to their enemies, the Gentiles, and they were paying taxes to their own rulers and nobles. 

2. Dissensions and ravings. This inside condition caused a great cry. The people felt that they were being sold into bondage. They felt themselves unable to redeem their lands and their vineyards. They cried out against those who had authority over them. 

3. Cleaning up on the inside. In Nehemiah 5:6-9 we find how Nehemiah immediately set out to correct the sins of the people who had placed their own brethren under bondage. God gave him the victory, and the rulers said, "We will restore them, and will require nothing of them; so will we do as thou sayest." 

Is it not often true in our churches that when we seek to stand together against sin and Satan, that then the devil somehow or other will begin to stir up strife inside the ranks of the faithful? May God help us that we may be clean in our conduct one toward another. 

VII. SINS REPROACHED (Nehemiah 5:9 ) 
Nehemiah said unto the Children of Israel, "It is not good that ye do: ought ye not to walk in the fear of our God because of the reproach of the heathen our enemies?" Beloved, the eyes of the Lord are upon us, but so also are the eyes of the world. 

1. The checkered history of the Jews. Perhaps no chapter in the Bible more clearly sets forth the inside corruption of the Jews than that of Ezekiel 36:1-38 . Had Israel remained true in her own light, God never would have allowed her to be conquered by her enemies. Israel, however, allowed sin to take a deep root within her own portals, so God cast her off. 

We read in Ezekiel 36:17 , "When the House of Israel dwelt in their own land, they defiled it by their own way and by their doings: their way was before Me as the uncleanness of a removed woman. Wherefore I poured My fury upon them for the blood that they had shed upon the land, * * and I scattered them among the heathen, and they were dispersed through the countries." What did Israel do? They profaned God's holy Name among the nations. 

Let us now look at the Church for a moment. 

God called the Church out of the nations. He called us to be a special people unto Himself, a chosen generation, and a holy nation. He wanted us to be a light shining forth in the night. 

What do we see? The Church itself is corrupted. In many places it is difficult to distinguish between the Church and the world. Professing Christians live as the world lives. Thus, the Church, whose mission it was to exalt the Name of Christ, has profaned His Name among all the nations. 

In the case of Nehemiah and the Jews of his day, they straightened out and cleaned up, and God was with them. This will be true of Israel once more, for God will take out their stony heart, and give them a heart of flesh, and they who have profaned His Name will glorify His Name. May God grant that the Church may shake off the dust from her garments and step forth once more as a people separated unto God walking in righteousness and true holiness. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
A SWORD NOT TO BE JUDGED BY THE BELT 

Israel's sword was for use, not for display. We remember Mr. Spurgeon's words: "' We do not judge a sword to be good merely because it hangs by a golden belt, or because it is set in a jeweled hilt.' Neither is a doctrine to be valued because a fine orator delivers it in gorgeous speech with glittering words. A lie is none the better for being bespangled with poetic phrases and high-sounding periods. Yet half our people forget this, and glittering oratory fascinates them. Alas, poor simpletons! 

The same blunders are made about men, who should ever be esteemed according to their native worth, and not according to their position and office. What mistakes we should make if we considered all the hangers-on of great men to be themselves great, or all the followers of good men to be themselves necessarily good. Alas! the Lord Himself had His Judas, and to this day swords of brittle metal hang at the golden girdle of His Church. A man is not a saint because he occupies a saintly office, or repeats saintly words. 

No; the test of a sword's goodness is to be found in battle. Will its edge turn in the fray, or will it cut through a coat of mail? Will our faith bear affliction? Will it stand us in good stead when we are hand to hand with the enemy? Will it avail us in the dying hour? If not, we may suspend it on the glittering belt of great knowledge, and hold it by the jeweled hilt of a high profession; but woe unto us! 

Lord, give me the true Jerusalem blade of childlike faith in Thee, and may I never rest content with a mere imitation thereof." 
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Verses 32-38

A Call to Consecration 
Nehemiah 9:32-38 

INTRODUCTORY WORDS 
It would be impossible for us to study the Book of Nehemiah in the detail which it demands. We are necessarily limited in space, and must seek to grasp the deeper message which God has for us. It is our purpose today to carry you through the remaining chapters of Nehemiah in this, our third study of this marvelous message. 

In beginning this study, we will give you some side lights on the 6th chapter under the theme, "The Tactics of the Enemies." We remember how Nehemiah had come to Jerusalem in order to rebuild the walls. From the beginning he found many obstacles. Now, the walls are nearing completion, and as the enemy sees the goal in sight, they put forth every effort to hinder the completion of the great task. 

1. Criticism and persecution. We noticed in former studies the plan of the enemy. They mocked Nehemiah and ridiculed him. This is still the natural strategy of Satan. The Bible tells us, that in the last days mockers will come. 

2. Flattery and affiliation. When Sanballat and Tobiah and the rest of the enemies saw that the work was going on to a wonderful completion, they changed their tactics, and began to urge Nehemiah to come down and confer with them. Here are their words: "Come, let us meet together in some one of the villages in the plain of Ono." 

Such a message they sent to Nehemiah four times. If they could not succeed by ridicule and criticism, they would try to inveigle the leader of the Israelites into an unholy alliance and an evil affiliation with them. They would outwardly profess to be friends, and not foes. They would even offer to cooperate in 'the work. They would use flattery instead of frowns. 

Many a man of God has fallen under this attack of the enemy. Under great criticism and faultfinding he stood firm, but when he was approached with words of praise, and appointed to some place of honor by the enemy, he succumbed. 

3. Misrepresentation. When the enemy found that their first two methods failed in the case of Nehemiah they began to threaten him. They sent him a letter which read, "It is reported among the heathen, * * that thou and the Jews think to rebel: for which cause thou buildest the wall, that thou mayest be their king, according to these words." 

They began to start false reports, and lies concerning Nehemiah's objective, stating that he was against the king. We remember that this method was used against Christ. The rulers asked Him whether it was lawful to give tribute to Caesar, or not. They wanted Him to say it was not lawful. Then they would have accused Him before the king. However, had He said, "It is lawful," they would have accused Him of being untrue to the Jews. The scribes and Pharisees never hesitated to say anything in their attempt to entangle Christ. They gave out ail kinds of false reports. They even said He was a winebibber and a drunkard. 

We who serve the Lord may expect to be maligned and misrepresented. 

4. They hired Nehemiah's friends to scare him. This is seen in Nehemiah 6:13 where we read of a certain Jew, "Therefore was he hired, that I should be afraid, and do so, and sin." Satan is willing to turn from one method to another, and to work from any and every angle in order to swerve saints from their fidelity to Christ. If he cannot move them by criticism, or by flattery, or misrepresentation, he will work upon their friends to try to scare them away from their fidelity. 

I. NEHEMIAH'S RESPONSE TO HIS ENEMIES (Nehemiah 6:3 ; Nehemiah 6:11 ) 
To each attempt to drag Nehemiah into a conference with the enemy one message was sent in reply. Here it is: "I am doing a great work, so that I cannot come down." When they tried to scare Nehemiah through a hired envoy, and to advise him to flee to the temple and shut the door because he was apt to be killed, he said, "Should such a man as I flee? and who is there, that, being as I am, would go into the temple to save his life? I will not go in." In both of these attitudes Nehemiah has taught us striking lessons. 

1. God's call to service makes impossible any affiliation with the enemy. We are doing a great work, and what right have we to join hands with those who oppose it? Shall we step aside from our mission in order to advise with the enemy? Is the enemy ready and able to tell us how to do the work of God? We believe that God's children should be so busy in service for Him, doing a great work, that they will have no time to confer with the enemy. 

2. God's call to service demands absolute loyalty. Nehemiah said, "Should such a man as I flee?" Beloved, if we are going to carry the banner of our Lord to successful victory, if we are going to complete the work which He gives us to do, we must not run away, at every flare of the enemy. 

God give us men who would rather go into a lions' den, than to refuse to pray; who would rather be cast into a burning furnace than to bow the knee to the gods of this earth. 

We leave with the young people the message of Hebrews 11:32-40 as an example of loyalty and of service without fear. 

II. READING THE LAW (Nehemiah 8:1-2 ) 
A wonderful day came in the experience of Nehemiah. It was when the walls were finished, the gates were swung, and the work done. Then, a great convocation was called. We ask you to turn aside with us and spend a little while as we join this great gathering of people. 

Ezra now is seen as he brings in the Book of the Law of Moses, which the Lord had commanded to Israel. He stands upon a high pulpit of wood prepared for the purpose. There in the presence of all the people, the service proceeds. 

1. Ezra read the law from morning until midday. What could he have done better than this? What can we, who preach, do better than to read the Word of God, and to teach it unto the people? The Bible is our food. It gives us strength, and builds up our spiritual lives. It lightens our pathway, and becomes a lamp unto our feet. The Bible transforms our lives as we ponder its pages and study its message. It is unto us as the snow that comes down, and as the rain from Heaven. As it touches our hearts it makes us fruitful in every good word and work. 

2. The Levites caused the people to understand the Law. We find this in Nehemiah 8:8 : "So they read in the Book in the Law of God distinctly, and gave the sense, and caused them to understand the reading." This is another province, not only of the pulpit, but of every believer. We are all priests of God, and we should make the Word plain, read it distinctly, rightly dividing its message, and causing the people to know its testimony. 

3. Ezra not only read from the Book, but, in Nehemiah 8:6 , we see that he blessed the Lord, the great God. Then all the people answered, "Amen, Amen, with lifting up their hands: and they bowed their heads, and worshipped the Lord with their faces to the ground." 

Let this be the object of our preaching, that we may lead the people into the sense of the nearness of God, and into the attitude of worshipful praise. 

III. REJOICING IN THE LORD (Nehemiah 8:10 ) 
The first effect of the great gathering, and of the hours spent in reading of the Law to the people, was this: the people wept. They worshiped to be sure. They answered "Amen, Amen," but, as they did this, the sense of their own sinful hearts overwhelmed them, and they wept. 

Nehemiah immediately said unto them, "This day is holy unto the Lord your God; mourn not, nor weep." It was a time for rejoicing. It was the time for praise. God had given them a wonderful deliverance, and had manifested His mercy. The walls were rebuilded; the gates were hung. Nehemiah, therefore, gave a command that the people should rejoice. 

1. The call to joy. Is not this the voice of the New Testament? "Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace," but, not peace alone, for, we "rejoice in the hope of the glory of God." In Isaiah 55:1-13 we have much of sorrow, and of hunger and loss. It is thus that the chapter opens. Then in the middle of the chapter we pass through the wicket gate of confession and forgiveness, and into the joy of the Lord: "For ye shall go out with joy, and be led forth with peace: the mountains and the hills shall break forth before you into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands." 

On the Day of Pentecost, they ate their meat with gladness and with singleness of heart, praising God . 

2. Joy is the secret of strength. Do not overlook the last clause of Nehemiah 8:10 . "This day is holy unto our Lord: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the Lord is your strength." 

When the Lord wanted to give victory to a certain army He put the singers and the instruments of music at the head of the army, and they went forth praising God. Another scripture says, "Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, rejoice." A saint has more power singing, than sobbing. We may weep over our sins, to be sure, but when our sins are gone, and our work is done, let us enter into His presence with singing. 

IV. THE FEAST OF BOOTHS (Nehemiah 8:14 ) 
As the people read that day in the words of the Law they found where it was written that the Children of Israel should dwell in booths in the feast of the seventh month. Thus, in the seventh month, the command went forth that they should bring olive branches, and pine branches, myrtle branches, palm branches, and branches of thick trees, and make them booths. So they made booths, and for seven days they read the Book of the Law of God, and they kept the feast as a solemn assembly. We read in Nehemiah 8:17 , "And there was very great gladness." 

Beloved, this feast following the completion of the walls in the days of Nehemiah anticipates another day when Israel shall be saved from their enemies, and restored from among the nations whither they have been driven. In the city of Jerusalem, and throughout all the promised land, they will gather to keep the feast of tabernacles. That feast carries the message that "God * * will dwell with them." It seems to say, "The Lord thy God in the midst of thee is mighty; He will save, He will rejoice over thee with joy; He will rest in His love, He will joy over thee with singing." This is the meaning of the feast of booths. 

To us, however, who are Christians, there comes the promise, "We will come unto him, and make Our abode with him." The additional promise is given, "My Father will love him." Do you marvel, therefore, at the statement of Nehemiah 8:17 , "And there was very great gladness"? Should we not have gladness in our hearts when the Lord dwells with us? 

V. PRAYER AND FASTING (Nehemiah 9:1-3 ) 
We enter now into the 9th chapter where a solemn feast has been proclaimed, and the Children of Israel were called to confession. It is from this chapter that we have taken the subject of our study. Let us examine it under four suggestive headings. 

1. Separation. The 2nd verse reads, "And the seed of Israel separated themselves from all strangers." Is not this the first Divine call in consecration? When we speak of the word, "consecration," we think of "dedication," or of "sanctification," and this is well. However, dedication must at all times be preceded by separation. We must come out before we can come in. We must be "separated from" before we can be "consecrated to." Separation is the call of the whole Bible. The very plight in which Israel had found herself in the days of Nehemiah, with her walls broken down and her gates burned, was due to the fact that she had mingled among the nations and had been untrue to her vows instead of being a people separated unto God. 

2. Confession. The same verse that tells us they separated themselves, also tells us that they confessed their sins. Do you not think before we come into the presence of God for dedication and consecration, that we need to confess the evil of our lives. We who would come into the presence of God must come with clean hearts and pure minds. We must be washed of all our filthiness, and made clean. Our God is a holy God. As we approach His courts, our lips cannot be unholy. 

3. Worship. Nehemiah 9:3 says, "they confessed, and worshipped the Lord their God." Beloved, a people who are separated, and cleansed, are ready to worship the Lord in spirit and in truth. In fact, do you think that any believer can come before God acceptable to Him, when his hands are stained with sin and his heart is impure? 

4. Dedication. Following separation, confession, and worship, came one of the most remarkable prayers recorded in the Word of God. This we will develop under successive studies. However, at the close of the prayer comes, in Nehemiah 9:38 , this glorious statement, "because of all this we make a sure covenant, and write it; and * * seal unto it." Here is a verse on consecration, and dedication unsurpassed in the Bible. God grant that we may make a sure covenant, and write it, and seal it in the sight of God. 

VI. THE PRAYER OF THE LEVITES (Nehemiah 9:6-7 ) 
We now enter into the marvelous prayer which stands before us in such beauty and power. We cannot develop it as we would. However, we will consider it from two viewpoints: (1) From the viewpoint of adoration the attitude of the people toward God, (2) We will consider the same prayer from the attitude of confession of sins. On the former, we have three things to say. 

1. God was worshiped as Creator. This is set forth in the opening verse of the prayer. First, there is the salutation which reads: "Bless the Lord your God for ever and ever: and blessed be Thy glorious Name, which is exalted above all blessing and praise." Then comes the acknowledgment of God as Creator: "Thou, even Thou, art Lord alone; Thou hast made Heaven, the Heaven of Heavens, with all their host, the earth, and all things that are therein, the seas, and all that is therein, and Thou preservest them all; and the host of Heaven worshippeth Thee." 

How marvelous are these words! How great was their spirit of worship! Thus do we need always to approach the Father. 

2. God was recognized as the Founder of the nation. Nehemiah 9:7 follows the acclamation of God the Creator, and the prayer continues thus: "Thou art the Lord the God, who didst choose Abram, and broughtest him forth out of Ur of the Chaldees, and gavest him the name of Abraham." Thus they recognized their own nationality as beginning under the hand of God. 

3. God was ascribed as Israel's deliverer. Nehemiah 9:8-15 tell of how wonderfully the Lord brought Israel out of Egypt, how He showed his sons unto Pharaoh, how the sea divided, and how they were led out by God. They tell of how the Lord conducted them by the pillar of cloud and of fire, of how He spake unto them on Mount Sinai, and made known unto them His statutes and laws; and of how He gave them bread from Heaven for their hunger and water out of the rock for their thirst. 

When we pray, would that we might utter such praise as this: "O that men would praise the Lord." 

VII. THE CONFESSION OF SIN (Nehemiah 9:16 ; Nehemiah 9:26 ; Nehemiah 9:33 ) 
In the remarkable prayer before us the Levites first praised God as Creator, then as their Deliverer, and then afterward they confessed their sins. 

1. They acknowledged the sins of their fathers. Nehemiah 9:16 says, "Our fathers dealt proudly, and hardened their necks, and hearkened not to Thy commandments, and refused to obey, neither were mindful of Thy wonders that Thou didst among them; but hardened their necks." 

In this confession of their sins they acknowledged that God was gracious and ready to pardon; merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness; for, in spite of the sins of their fathers, when they cried unto God, and God forgave them, and, when they acknowledged their sins God delivered them. 

2. They confessed their own sins. Let us quote for you Nehemiah 9:33 : "Thou art just in all that is brought upon us: for Thou hast done right, but we have done wickedly." 

Beloved, if we want to have victory in prayer, we will never find it in self-justification. In the prayers of that day, the people acknowledged God's graciousness to Israel of old when they had sinned. They also acknowledged that their own plight was due to their own wickedness. They, nor their kings, nor their princes, nor their priests had kept the Law, nor hearkened unto God's testimonies. It was for that cause they acknowledged that their city had been taken, her walls had been thrown down, and her people had been led into captivity. 

Beloved, our great plea in this matter to young people, is that you will make a full consecration, and will acknowledge your own sins. If we have sinned, let us confess it. If there is evil in our lives, let us put it far from us. As we stand before God, let us, likewise, confess His goodness and His greatness. Let us thank Him for all His mercy, and then with all this done, let us do what they did in the days of Nehemiah. Let us make our covenant. They wrote down their names. Will you, on the flyleaf of your own Bible, write down your covenant of consecration? Will you put in writing that from this day your life will be His, and His only? Then, seal it with your signature, and every day henceforth as you open your Bible and your eye falls upon your pledge, you will remember the day you placed your all on the altar. 

AN ILLUSTRATION 
Nehemiah was Israel's stay. He was like an Alpine guide who safely holds the travelers about to fall away. 

When travelers climb uncertain, dangerous precipices in Switzerland, they frequently go tied together and all fastened to the guide, who steps carefully and climbs most cautiously up and down the dangerous part of the mountain. 

A company of tourists climbing one day made rapid progress until suddenly one of them slipped. He pulled down the second, and he the third, and so on until it seemed as if all would be dashed to death, over the precipice. But the guide knew exactly what to do. With gigantic strength he wielded the peculiar ice-pick that he carried, and struck it deep into the ice; and, when the strain came upon him, the rope tightened and all were saved. 

We are thus bound together by the cord of influence. One slipping is likely to pull down another, but it is a possible thing for the awful power of the downward tendency to be averted if just one man in a company or one member in a household is planted firmly on the Rock of Ages. Whether we will or no, we are our brother's keepers. J. W. Chapman. 
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